THE NEW RUSSIAN: PRODUCTIVITY
burdens. . . . That spectacle, unforgettable by me,
was one of the most moving spectacles I saw in the
U.S.S.R., and I can vouch for it that there was no
element of forced labour in all this. Only the noblest of
enthusiasm spurred on these workers to partake in a
task the rewards of which would accrue to them later/
"The outstanding case of the use of voluntary
labour during 1933-4 was that of Metrostroi, the
construction of the Moscow underground railway
... a herculean adventure, pursued without faltering
in times of food scarcity and intense domestic over-
crowding, as a matter of 'glory and heroism/ by the
ardent 'builders of the Socialist state/ In addition to
the tens of thousands of workers regularly employed
in this great engineering construction, more than two
hundred thousand men and women of all ages, Party
members and non-Party alike, from practically all the
factories and offices in Moscow, volunteered their
services on various free days during nine months from
January 23rd, 1933, in order that the first twelve-mile
section could be opened on the seventeenth anniversary
of the October Revolution."
All this, of course, turns my mind to the building of
the new Waterloo Bridge in Londonl In London
there are thousands of workers available for bridge-
building, any amount of materials, and a potential